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What’s going on Mexico? 
October 11 to 18, 2019 

 

Relevant Events  
Culiacan. On Thursday, several combats were reported between armed forces and criminal 

groups in different parts of Culiacán, Sinaloa, for the alleged arrest of Ovidio Guzmán, son of 

Joaquín "El Chapo" Guzmán. The Secretary of Public and Citizen Security, Alfonso Durazo, 

informed that as they were outnumbered, they chose to set him free, privileging the people´s 

integrity, a decision that was supported by AMLO. 
 
Pemex. After 26 years, Carlos Romero Deschamps resigned to the General Secretariat of the 

Union of Petroleum Workers (STPRM). AMLO confirmed that there are investigations against 

him by the Attorney General's Office (FGR). 
 
Baja California. The government of Baja California published in its Official Gazette the so-

called Bonilla Law, which extends the mandate of the next governor from 2 to 5 years. A public 

consultation was conducted over the weekend, in which 73% of the voters approved such 

extension. However, less than 2% of the population participated. 
 
Santa Lucía. AMLO gave the starting order for the construction of the new Felipe Angeles 

International Airport in Santa Lucia and said that its inauguration could take place on March 21, 

2022. This, after a Federal Court revoked the last definitive suspension that prevented the 

beginning of the construction. 

 

Federal Congress 
Tax package. With 300 votes in favor, 127 against and two abstentions, the Chamber of 

Deputies approved the 2020 Tax package and was sent to the Senate for discussion. Among 
relevant modifications, the suspension or blockages of connection to digital platforms (kill 
switch) was eliminated. 
 

Revocation of mandate and public consultation. The Senate approved reforms to the 

Constitution to include the public consultation and the revocation of mandate. The latter may be 
requested by 3% of citizens and may only occur after the third year of the mandate, which would 
be carried out by the INE. The Bill was sent back to the Chamber of Deputies for discussion as it 
was modified by 90%.  
 

Invoices. The Chamber of Deputies approved the Bill that hardens the punishment for tax fraud, 

such as the issuance of false invoices, to be classified as organized crime and warrants 
preventive detention. 
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CRE. The Senate elected Leopoldo Vicente Melchi as President Commissioner of the Energy 

Regulatory Commission (CRE) to fill the position of Guillermo García Alcocer who resigned last 
June. 
 

Appearances. This week, the Health Secretary, Jorge Alcocer Varela, appeared in the 

Chamber of Deputies and the Secretary of the Public Service, Irma Eréndira Sandoval, in the 
Senate.  

 

Federal Government 
USMCA. Through a letter addressed to Richard Neal, chairman of the Media and Arbitration 

Committee of the US House of Representatives, AMLO pledged to allocate more than 900 

million dollars for the implementation of labor reforms as part of its strategy to advance the 

ratification of the USMCA. 
 
Cuba. AMLO met at the National Palace with Miguel Díaz-Canel, president of Cuba, where they 

agreed on a cooperation agenda on topics such as health, education, and sports. 
 
Microsoft. AMLO met at the National Palace with the president of Microsoft, Brad Smith, and 

the general director in Mexico, Enrique Perezyera, where they agreed to create universities to 

train young Mexicans in the management of new technologies and create a software to combat 

corruption. 
 
Carlos Slim. The businessman Carlos Slim announced that he estimates to invest 

approximately 100 billion pesos during the current federal administration, allocating 40 billion to 

the telecommunications sector. 
 
Juan Collado. The government of Andorra seized 83 million dollars from lawyer Juan Collado, 

who is being held for his probable responsibility in organized crime and illegal operations. This 

after the lawyer transferred 11.6 million dollars to an account in Madrid, six days before his 

arrest. 

 

States 
Michoacán. 13 state policemen died and 9 more were injured in an ambush in Aguililla, 

Michoacán, by an armed group of the Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CJNG). The Secretary of 

Interior condemned the attack and said that “events like this occur every day and at all times in 

the country.” 
 
Mexico City. Claudia Sheinbaum presented the Integrated Mobility Card which can be used to 

pay the subway, electric transport, bus, Metrobús, Ecobici, and in 2020 for concessioned public 

transport. 


